THE HUMAN DISCIPLE

the Nature-Force and habituated to move unquestion-
ingly in that field, like the generality of men. He
justifies his name only in being so far pure and sattwic
as to be governed by high and clear principles and
impulses and habitually control his lower nature by
the noblest Law which he knows. He is not of a
violent Asuric disposition, not the slave of his passions,
but has been trained to a high calm and self-control, to
an unswerving performance of his duties and firm
obedience to the best principles of the time and society
in which he has lived and the religion and ethics to
which he has been brought up. He is egoistic like
other men, but with the purer or sattwic egoism which
regards the moral law and society and the claims of
others and not only or predominantly his own interests,
desires and passions. He has lived and guided himself
by the Shastra, the moral and social code. The
thought which preoccupies him, the standard which
he obeys is the dharma, that collective Indian concep-
tion of the religious, social and moral rule of conduct,
and especially the rule of the station and function to
which he belongs, he the KLshatriya, the high-minded,
self-governed, chivalrous prince and warrior and leader
of Aryan men. Following always this rule, conscious of
virtue and right dealing he has travelled so far and
finds suddenly that it has led him to become the
protagonist of a terrific and unparalleled slaughter, a
monstrous civil war involving all the cultured Aryan
nations which must lead to the complete destruction
of the flower of their manhood and threatens their
ordered civilisation with chaos and collapse.
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